PAGE  
1

Partial Theme List created by Carol Robinson

Alonzo Bump Letter Collection - (hyphenated numbers are dates of letters)
A   Food


Apples, sent in a box (12-28-62, 12-22-63)


Baked goods, mince pies, fruit cake, and ginger snaps sent in a box (12-28-62)



Beans, common army food, causes flatulence (5-19-63)



Brandy, sent in a box (12-28-62)



Bread (1-25-63)




Bread (and Pie) sent in a box by family arrived moldy (3-4-63)




Bread, given by Union families to soldiers (7-1-63)

Bread, soft (3-4-63)





Butter, sent in a box by family (2-28-62)



Cakes (12-22-63…missing from goodie box)

Cherries…hand picked (6-9-64)



Chestnuts… Alonzo requested his wife to send him chestnuts (1-25-63, 12-14-64)

Christmas dinner in military:  pancakes (12-24-63), pancakes, fried pork, and hardtacks (12-27-63), 

pork and beans with hard tack (12-25-64) 

Cooking, difficulty (11-29-62)

Diet description (4-12-63…five days rations…potatoes, turnips, beets, bread, pork, coffie, sugar, 

molasses, carrots… “we live like peacocks in the Clovar,” 5-17-63…”Git tiard of hard taks and 

Coffie and salt Pork,” 8-3-63…description of meal at a farmer’s house, 9-7-63, 12-27-63,

1-7-64, 1-14b-64, 1-15-64)



“Eats well” – diet description - salt bread, pork and beans, Alonzo “fat” from diet (1-24-64, 

1-28-64, 2-1-64)



Expense (4-12-64…butter 60 cents / pound, cheese 40 cents / pound, eggs 60 cents / pound, 8-14-63…in

Warrenton… “hee told me that hee had offord 40 Dollars for a Barrel of Flour and could not git 

it at that and shugar he ses is 4 dollars a Pound and coffie 8 dollars a Pound”)



Flour (possibly came in a box sent from home, likely used to make pancakes…12-27-63)

Location (7-9-63… “Here [Pennsylvania] we cane Buy something to eat and in Virginia we could not Git 

eny thing to Eat for the farmers ware all rebales”)

Meal at a “Secesh” farmer’s house (9-7-63)

Meat (4-20-63…not enough)

Not enough food to eat (9-29-62…hard crackers for two days, complaint for insufficient food by Earl“Green” 

to Mrs. Wealland)

Oyster soup / stew (2-21-64, 3-31-64)

Pancakes (12-22-63…possibly sent in a goodie box)

Pepper, sent in a box (2-28-62)

Pie, (7-1-63…given by union families, 12-22-63…missing from goodie box)

Potatoes, sent in a box (12-28-62)

Price of food (9-29-62…potatoes one cent, onions two cents, and tobacco six cents…expensive as 

tobacco two cents at home)

Scavenging for food (6-21-64)



Strawberries with hardtack (5-29-64…hand picked)



Stew, good and filling (8-31-62…although others complained about the food)



Tea, sent from home (12-28-62)


B   Diseases / Illnesses / Maladies



Backache (3-1-65)



Bad diet and sleeping in the cold complaint (1-10-63)

Blisters on feet from marching (7-1-63)

Chapped legs (8-13-63)

Cold / Cough (12-28-62, 2-4-63, 8-29-63, 3-12-64)

Diarrhea (6-24-64), bloody diarrhea effect on soldier (11-29-62)

Disease – “erasiplas” (2-19-63)

Dysentery (9-29-62)

Faking illness (1-10-63…Mary suggested that Alonzo “plaay up sick”)

Feet sore from too much marching (6-19-63, 7-1-63)

Flatulence (5-19-63…  “he leys next to me …bloing off steam”)

Headache (3-9-64)

Hole in arm down to bone (9-7-64)

Hospital (2-24-65…”I have succeeded in getting into Hospital…I have plaid my joints” [the word “plaid”

possibly implies Alonzo may not have been severely sick]…although on 3-1-65 he later complained 

of back pain)

Hunger pain (9-29-62)

Illness, importance of money in treatment / procuring good diet (1-10-63)

Lame back (3-9-64), lame and sore (4-28-65)

Lice - Nightshirts got lousy (12-14-64)

Not well, unspecified (1-10-63…Alonzo and “about 100 sick now in…rigiment”)

Sunstroke (6-19-63, 8-2-64)

 

Thrown from mule, hurt back (2-16-63)



Wounded, if wounded (5-17-63… “if I ever do Git in to a fight and Git wonded I Shall trey and come home 

if I can”)


C   Medical Treatments



Blistered for back injury (2-16-63, 2-23-63)



Homeopathy medicine, sent in a box (12-28-62)



Inadequate care – doctors laughed at the illness of a man who died shortly thereafter (3-1-65)


Involvement of families / women in care of wounded (7-1-63…if a mane gits woned hear hee will have 

the best of care…for all the women are union”)


No active duty (1-10-63, 3-1-65 and 3-15-65…for three weeks for possible back / joint injury)

